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What Are Complete Streets? 
Complete Streets are roadways designed to efficiently and safely move people using all appropriate modes of transportation, including bicyclists, pedestrians, motorists, and public transportation users.  
Rather than apply a single pre-determined design to every corridor, planners work together with communities to develop project designs that are appropriate for the context and intended function of the roadway.  The result is a streetscape that is safer and more accessible for all users while promoting livable communities.  

What Will Complete Streets Do For Washington? 

· Promote Healthy Communities - Investments to encourage walking and biking promote public transportation use and positive public health outcomes. 
· Improve Public Safety - Common Complete Street design tools such as well-marked crosswalks, dedicated bicycle lanes, and reduced traffic speeds help make the roadway environment safer for all users. 
· Preserve Local Character - The Complete Street design process emphasizes engaging local stakeholders earlier in the planning process to ensure designs reflect the aesthetic, historic, or scenic character of individual communities.  Early community involvement also results in fewer cost overruns and project delays.  
· Protect Our Environment - Easier and safer access for bicyclists and pedestrians incentivizes non-motorized modes of transportation, resulting in reduced air pollution, traffic congestion, and carbon emissions. 
Support Complete Streets Legislation! 
HB 2911 sponsored this session by Representative Jim Moeller would codify a Complete Streets policy in Washington.  If enacted, the legislation would position Washington strongly to compete for future federal funds designated for Complete Streets.  
The proposed legislation has three components: 


1. 
Defines Complete Streets and establishes it as a broad policy goal. 

2. 
Creates a grant program within WSDOT's Highways and Local Programs division to serve as a receptor of potential future federal and state funds.  Funds would be distributed to local retrofit projects in cities that have adopted Complete Streets ordinances. 

3. 
Establishes a new WSDOT policy that the agency will use Complete Streets guidelines on future retrofits of state highway corridors that serve as material arterials and main streets in local communities.  
Complete Street Bill Concept
Legislation Goals:

1. Create complete streets retrofit grant program in the transportation budget to incentivize medium and large cities towards adopting complete streets ordinances. 

2. Create a complete streets unfunded grant project within the transportation budget to position Washington State DOT and local government well receive any future complete streets monies from the federal government/reauthorization.

3. Formalize legally the corridors in WSDOT main streets study and build for all users in coordination with local governments in those corridors.

Draft Bill components:

Goals:

Establish broad goals discussing what complete streets are, of complete streets nationally and how it ties in positively with climate change, mobility, safety, public health, and economic development goals of the state and local governments.

Local Complete Streets Grant Program:

· Create complete streets grant program within Highways and Local programs divisions of WSDOT. 

· Do not fund the grant program in this biennium but instead position it is a receptor of future federal funding for complete streets and fight for significant funding in next transportation package.

· Program will be available for medium and large cities (probably 20,000 and above) that have adopted complete streets ordinances.

· Will focus on providing funding for complete streets retrofits on urban arterials in need of repair. 

· Metrics for grant awards will focus on safety, mobility for all users, and components of national complete streets program. http://www.completestreets.org/ 

WSDOT Policy/main streets program:

WSDOT and UW architecture school has completed a study identifying where state highways service as major arterials or main streets in local communities around the State.  The study in online here: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/research/reports/fullreports/733.1.pdf
It is a promising and study that identifies many key state highways corridors that serve as urban arterials and small town main streets. It highlights the need for complete streets designs for all users in these areas.

This section of the bill would:

· Formalize in law a main streets program with the WSDOT identified corridors.

· Agree to use federal complete streets guidelines in the identified main streets corridors 

· Establish understanding that when main streets corridors are due for retrofit they will be designed in conjunction with local jurisdictions and with all users equally in mind which will escalate costs per mile slightly, some of which the state will bear with local government collaboration and match.
